SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DISTRIBUTED ADMINISTRATION 
OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ELECTRONIC MARKETS 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0083] In accordance with one aspect of the invention, set forth is a 
system and method for administering electronic markets which include 
encrypted electronic content. A system provided access to a communication 
network having an electronic server system configured to permit 
communication among a community of users, where the server system is used 
to host the electronic markets. A distributed configuration and administration 
system permits any authorized user of the community of users to have the 
capability of configuring and administrating electronic markets. A set of access 
permissions control which users of the community of users have access to 
electronic markets, and a set of usage permissions control the use of content 
contained in the electronic markets. A set of management permissions control 
which users of the community of users can manage the access and usage 
permissions for markets and content. 
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